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The letterforms of DB MahaChai are inspired by
a set of 12 glyphs that made up the title of a cookbook
published in 1943. The characters that spell out
uasWthi contain some interesting features. There
is significant thick-and-thin contrast between verticals
and horizontals. The thick verticals are made up of tiny
striations. Some of the terminals are open loops giving
the letters a relaxed and friendly appearance, which is
further enhanced by their gentle hand-drawn outlines.
Taken altogether, the effect is quite refreshing — far
from the stiff, formal looks typical of typefaces of
those days.

The reshaping of the old title into DB MahaChai
began with its bold weight. The striated verticals were
made solid while the thin horizontals and open-loop
terminals were retained. The thin, sharp twists on N, %
were emulated on other characters where appropriate.

The result is a face much like Bodoni Bold albeit
with rounded terminals.and without serifs. These
features were transferred to the font’s Latin letterforms,
i.e. rounded terminals except the tips of some verticals
and the toe on letters a, b, d, k and u, where they
terminated in a sharp nib.

After the shaping of Bold, a Regular and two ltalics
were added to complete a family of four styles.
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