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Of the modern Thai fonts emulating Latin letterforms,
the most successful one was a dry-transfer face called
Manoptica, designed in the 1970s by Manop Srisomporn
while he was working for Diethelm Thailand. It was
made to the instructions of a Swiss art director who had
wanted a Thai font to complement the minimalist forms
of Helvetica.

Many characters of Manoptica mirrored lowercase
glyphs of Helvetica: for example, the letters n, u, s, a, 9,
and © were shaped from n, u, s, a, ¢, and e. And while
most other Thai sans-serif fonts of those days employed
a tiny nib to represent the traditional terminal loop, this
was totally eliminated in Manoptica, resulting in a look of
uncluttered modernity. This new design approach caught
on immediately and has been adopted by new designers
ever since. Manoptica became highly popular as a
display font for many years after its market release.

The simple elegance of the face is recaptured in DB
Manoptica, a makeover containing the Regular, Light and
Bold weights of the original font, plus additional styles
in Extended and Condensed. To increase functionality,
DB includes new Regular and Light weights to the latter
styles as well as an italic which had been lacking
in the original.
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