A Font a Month

Prinya R.nont

ﬂ‘]_l e
LN@W@QL@NLWNH’]‘Muﬂ

¢ o 1 % o
DB Tom ilunausisanulng 4 duin
fia31ennannaslan
AoNugLnsasIIAiATALTNUadlNE

Tom Light can be regarded as an iconic Thai font
of the phototypesetting era which began around 1976.
A popular font by master designer, the late Tongterm
Samerasut (1917-1991), Tom Light featured letterforms
that were stretched-out glyphs of certain old metal
fonts with their outlines reshaped for geometric
consistency. The result was a stylishly crisp font with
an air of modernism. Its legibility was as good as, if
not better than, that of any of the previously available
Thai body fonts.

The enormous success of Tom Light, in form
as well as function, was perhaps attributable to
Tongterm’s extensive background in graphic design;
his early training in commercial art and technical
drafting, plus years of involvement in communication
design and newspaper work, were elements that
together defined his artistry in designing modern Thai
typefaces during the golden years of his life.

Tom Light, however, was-constrained by technology
of the day to having only one weight. Variants did
not arrive until the days of PostScript when Manop
Srisomporn recast it as EAC Tom Light and added
a bold weight. The face was subsequently emulated
by a number of foundries and made into an array of
PostScript and OpenType fonts. The names of these
emulative faces, however, had all dispensed with the
word Tom which is a contraction of Tongterm.

For DB’s OpenType -makeover of Tom Light, more
weights are added to make up a total of four, each with
its corresponding italic. Glyphs for regular, medium
and bold have all been redrawn from the original
Tom Light. Its complementary English characters are
modified to give wider tracking and lighter packing.
The face is named DB Tom in honour of Tongterm, the
original designer.
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