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During the early decades of the 20th century, the first Thai
typeface having thick-and-thin contrast was introduced by a
French designer who, from 1888 to 1913, was overseeing operations
of the Assumption Printing House. Known in the publishing trade
as ForSor for Farang Ses, or French, which denotes the nationality
of its designer, this metal typeface represented a radical departure
from the even-stroked Thai fonts of that time all of which resem-
bled characters etched with a metal stylus on palm fronds. ForSor
made its debut inja 1905 issue of the Echo de |'Assomption Journal.

That the popularity of ForSor does not wane with the passage of
time — about a century since its introduction — may be explained
by its unique letterforms. These are where certain Latin type fea-
tures had been cleverly blended into the traditional Thai glyphs, for
example: serifs on the flats of %, U, and n; and horizontal curves on
® and 8. But most important is the way certain “confusing pairs” in
its character;set had been treated so that a high degree of legibility
was achieved. (The body type of Thairath newspaper is set with an
offshoot of ForSor.)

The legacy of ForSor has been preserved by Manop Srisomporn,
who over the decades has digitized several derivatives of this classic
face as phototype and PostScript fonts, the most notable of these
being UPC Angsana. DB has obtained permission from this designer
to recast one of his digitized ForSor versions as an even-weight face
with horizontal cuts on the stems. The result is a new face with a
crisp, minimalist look — an excellent transformation for the second
century in the life of thisclassic face.

This latest digital makeover is named MN ForSor EW. A digitized
version of Manop’s.thick and thin design is also marketed under
the name MN ForSor TT. The abbreviations EW and TT denote “Even
Weight” and “Thick and Thin” respectively.

The Thai character set of MN ForSor EW has three weights with
corresponding italics; while its Latin set is redrawn from Times New
Roman with the stroke widths evened out and the serifs truncated.
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