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The original Zair typeface was the work
of Mr Zair, an early type designer and
foundry caster who introduced the

face around the year 1921. Being the
first and regarded in those days as the
most appealing Thai display face, it was
available in one fixed size of 48 points
and was employed chiefly for headlining
news stories during the golden years of
Thai print journalism. Its wider forms and
accentuated contrast between thick and
thin strokes marked a distinct departure
from traditional Thai font designs. The
terminals of the face resembled those

of letters ‘a’ and ‘c’ of Bodoni, while the
end strokes emulate the style of Chinese
calligraphy (Mr Zair was of Chinese
descent). The result-was a perfect blend
between the Didone style of the West and
Chinese and Thai lettering designs.

While the old Zair movable type was
cast only in Bold — no Regular and Italic
were available -- the new DB Zair, as an
Opentype make-over of the original face,
offers a wider range of styles in Regular,
Bold, Italic and Bold Italic.
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