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The first Thai metal-type font that took on characteristics of
Latin letterforms was Frang Ses. The name refers to France
— from where the copper mould of the font was made— and
subsequently was shortened to “For Sor.”

For Sor’s thick and thin strokes signified the first attempt at
breaking away from traditional Thai even-width glyphs. Another
notable Latin influence was appearance of the serif on some of its
letters like ¥ and 1.

With its clever glyph design, For Sor was able to effectively
resolve the conflict between “Confusing Couples” such as U-¥

or A-A. Boosted by readability and fresh new looks, it won wide
acceptance; a popularity that led to the development of Regular,
Bold and Italic styles'in a range considered extensive in

those days.

During the 1990s a highly functional For Sor spin-off was
available as UPC Angsana which really took off after Microsoft
acquired it for their Windows operating system. UPC Angsana
became a cliché font for practically everything, from simple
letters to serious documents of businesses and government
agencies.

The popularity of UPC Angsana ended with the arrival of
Unicode as its glyphs were not readily transferable to the

new standard. Another factor that dealt it a death blow was a
government order in 2010 barring the public sector from using
UPC fonts due to copyright reasons.

DB Angkana is the latest attempt at reviving this legacy font

as well as rectifying its previous shortcomings. Improvements
include: flexibility for tracking and kerning; positions of off-
base-line vowels and tone marks are digitally tied to their
corresponding consonants so that the tracking of a text line can
be freely expanded without the problem of the characters flying
apart; and the relative sizes of its Roman and Thai glyphs are
adjusted to provide even colour on a type block. Copyright issues
are no longer a concern since DB Angkana’s user license has
been offered unconditionally free of charges to all government
agencies.
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