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During the days of burnished-transfer type,
three Thai typefaces stood out for their crisp,
clean letterforms: Samkan-4, Samkan-5 and
Samkan-6. These three were known for their
simple yet elegant looks that resembled

the Roman font Futura. Attempts made
subsequently to retain them as an electronic
PostScript font resulted in JS Thanaporn was
descendant of Samkan 4-5-6. However, the
letterforms of JS Thanaporn were found to
lack the stylish elegance of their precursor
typefaces. Another drawback of the early
Futura-inspired fonts was the total absence
of italics.

DB Futhaira has been designed to remedy
such inadequacies. This new Unicode face
comes with an extensive array of styles; from
Ultra Light to Extra Bold, and Condensed,
Rounded and ltalic. The face is available

in two subsets: DB Futhaira Body and Head,
each having up to 30 styles with varied
horizontal and vertical trackings. Except for
minor adjustments to remove glyph confusion,
the looks of the original Samkan have been
maintained in this makeover version.
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