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An innovative lead-type design on an
advertisement in the June 1927 issue of the news
magazine Ruamkhow did much to attract attention at
the time. It was a beautiful 32-point display face which
had been newly cast by Mr Zair, a noted typographer of
yesteryear whose foundry was situated in the district
of Bangrak. A face with a hint of horizontal and vertical
contrast in a somewhat narrow letterform resembling
the looks of Century, it was the first Thai font to offer
a choice of two “tail” strokes. Where a tailed character,
such as 9, U, d, or d, was placed without an overhead
vowel, the long tail could be used; and where a vowel
got in the way, the short-tailed version took over.
Although a font with a touch of elegance as well as
good readability, Mr Zair’s innovation, however, did not
survive to the age of PostScript type.

DB BangRak is the author’s effort to recast Zair’s
innovative design using OpenType technology. With
BangRak, an auto ligature is made whenever a vowel
is placed over a short-tailed character thus offering
a clean, neat line of type every time without the need
for manual adjustment. This makeover face comes in a
complete range of styles: Light, Regular, Medium, Bold
and Italic.

The name BangRak is derived from the late Mr
Zair’s foundry address.
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