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With some Thai.display faces that derive their
forms from Latin serif fonts, it is often difficult
for the reader to tell apart the letters fl, £1 and .
This is because the end loop of traditional

Thai type, a typographic device that helps to
distinguish between characters, has been replaced
by Western-styled serifs. For letter I, serifs are
tagged on both sides of the vertical strokes, while
those for T and NN, serifs are placed on one side
only. The tiny serifs do not provide adequate visual
cue for the reader to quickly differentiate the
letters on a line of type — hence poor readability.

Correcting this readability problem is the rationale
behind the design of DB Satawus which takes after
the Latin font Century. Satawus comes with a true
italic with a refreshing look that is not found in its
Regular style. Note that most italics in Thai fonts
are formed from Regular that is digitally pushed to

give an appearance of slanted type.

The name “Satawus”, a Thai word from Sanskrit
roots meaning “Century’, is a throw-back to the
original Latin face.
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e Lewis Blackwell; 20th-Century Type, 2004.



