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A Thai font that emulated the form of Souvenir,

a popular phototype during the 1970s, was Thai
Souvenir. The Thai face was introduced in 1975

by Boy Santos, a Filipino art director who had
recently settled down in the Bangkok advertising
scene. The font was available in single weight, Extra
Bold; nonetheless it.quickly became a favorite as
counterpart of the Latin Souvenir at the time.

Not only did Santos craft the face with his masterly
drawing skills, but as one who had just taken up the
Thai language, he also designed it for high legibility.
The result was a serif font that was more readable
than many that were designed by native Thai
designers who took:readability so much for granted.
In the decades that followed, no other Souvenir look-
alike font has come close to the Santos version in
terms of looks and readability. This has led us to ask
him for further developments. Two more weights,
regular and bold, as well as an italic, were thus
added to the face, and these are now packaged for
commercial releases as DB Suvanni.

If gender could be assigned to a font, Souvenir
should conjure up the soft and warm image of

a mademoiselle. To pair up with this feminine
mood, the name Suvanni was chosen for the Thai
counterpart font,
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