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Originally a woodblock font for newspaper headlining
many decades ago, PongMai had tall, narrow glyphs with
thick verticals contrasting with very thin horizontals.
Terminals of uprights were rounded on the baseline while
those for horizontals were tapered curves resembling
Chinese brush strokes. With increasing reader acceptance
of the font, the wood blocks were replaced by lead slugs at
72 points to meet the demands of a wider cirele of users.

With the advent of digital typography, the original
PongMai was recast as a PostSeript font called SMB
PongMai. An OpenType version has recently been
introduced, as DB PongMai, by DB. In addition to
refinements on the glyphs and a new set of narrow Latin
characters to complement the Thai alphabet, a Light
variant is offered in the new DB version, making a total
of two weights.

The original PongMai face has also been redeveloped into
a new font called DB Bangkok whereby the glyph heights
had been reduced and its weight options expanded

to four, with corresponding italies, to make up a total

of eight styles.
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