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Among the handful of Thai display fonts
available during the age of metal type; a font
called Pom Dum was a favorite for setting bold
text or headlines. The face underwent con-
tinuous transformation from moveable type;
dry-transfer and phototype; right up to digital
makeovers in recent years.

With glyphs featuring loop terminals;
squarish letterforms; broad widths and thick
stems; the font’s general characteristics
were summed up in its name; Pom meaning
wide-bodied and Dum; black and bold.

Tweaking of the Pom Dum forms culminated
in a dry-transfer face called Manop 4 which is
deemed by many to be a contemporary clas-
sic. Manop 4 was subsequently recast by its
designer Manop Srisomporn as phototype; as
well as digitized as a PostScript font called
EAC Intanon. Unicode versions of the face
have been released under different names;
but only a single style; in bold; is offered.

DB has acquired permissions from EAC
Intanon’s copyright owner in order to develop
the face further. A regular style is added; and
the complementary Latin characters (origi-
nally derived from Eurostile glyphs) are re-
shaped so that their horizontal strokes are
made thinner than the stems; which is in line
with the original forms of Pom Dum. The re-
sulting design is named DB Nop Intanon.
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