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Two new typefaces were designed by Mr Bira Tor
Suwan for use with the Monotype composing system that
was introduced to Thailand circa 1957. Named Monotype
Light and Medium, they made up even-stroke Thai text fonts
but with their letterforms fashioned along the same principles
as those of the For Sor thick and thin metal type (an old face
first cast in France.) Major improvements in glyph design,
such as clear differentiation between confusing pairs (such
as A and @), and elimination of the ink trap at the base of
q, were crafted into the fonts.

With good legibility and clean, neutral looks, the fonts
were recast as metal type at several sizes. And thereafter,
both were adopted for photo-typesetting and renamed as
ChiangSaen and Pimai.

Then came the era of desk-top publishing; Pimai, the
medium weight of the two, was made into PostScript type
by DB and named DB ThaiText. The makeover came with
some fine-tuning: outlines of some letters, such as v, 3,

W, W and N, were redrawn to.improve font harmony; bold
and associated italics were added to make up a total of four
styles. The result became one of the most widely used faces
at the time.

ThaiText, as well as its light version, was bundled
with other faces into DB #1, a folio released commercially
in August, 2005. In the following year it was made into
Unicode type. DB ThaiText has remained popular with
today’s users despite competition from the wide offering
of new body fonts on the market. Legibility and simplicity
of form, in the manner of Helvetica, are the reason for its
enduring presence.
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